PRE TEENS (11-12)
SUBJECT; Jesus Encounters People
TOPIC:
Jesus Meets a Tax Collector
BIBLE TEXT: St. Luke 19:1-10
LESSON FOCUS: When we meet Jesus He changes our lives.
MEMORY VERSE: If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

2 Corinthians 5:17
SUGGESTED SONGS:

 Zacchaeus Was A Wee Little Man
ADDITIONAL READING FOR TEACHER STUDY:

St. Mark 2:13-17

ACTIVITIES:

Colouring page(s)

Crosswords

True/false questions

The Teacher’s Bible Study

Zacchaeus (Greek Ζακχαῖος, Hebrew זכי, which means pure), according to chapter 19 of the gospel of Luke, was a superintendent of customs; a chief tax-gatherer (Latin: publicanus) at Jericho (Luke 19:1-10). Tax collectors were hated by many of their fellow Jews, who saw them as traitors for working for the Roman Empire.

Because the lucrative production and export of balsam was centered in Jericho, his position would have carried both importance and wealth.In the account, he arrived before the crowd who were later to meet with Jesus, who was passing through Jericho on his way to Jerusalem. Described as a short man, the Zacchaeus climbed up a sycamore fig tree so that he might be able to see Jesus. When Jesus reached the spot he looked up into the branches, addressed Zacchaeus by name, and told him to come down, for he intended to visit his house. The crowd was shocked that Christ would sully himself by being a guest of a tax collector.

Moved by the audacity of Jesus' unconditional love and acceptance, Zacchaeus publicly repented of acts of corruption and vowed to make restitution for them, and held a feast at his house.

Taken from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zacchaeus
tax-collector  In the Gospels , tax-collectors took money from the Jews . Then the tax-collectors paid this money to the Romans, who were the Jews ' enemies. Moreover, many tax-collectors were not honest. They took even more money than the law allowed them to take. So the people hated these tax-collectors. 

Zacchaeus probably became rich by cheating people, something tax collectors were known for in those days. But Zacchaeus met Jesus, and he became a new man. He had faith in Jesus' power and love.

Zacchaeus promised to pay back - even more than he had taken - those he had cheated. But the crowd didn't like this. They needed new hearts too, but they didn't realize it.

Real faith is not a matter of simply believing in and loving Jesus. It involves turning from old ways that go against God's commands and starting a new life. Real faith acts to make things right again.
GETTING THEIR ATTENTION - SILLY CHANGES IN NATURE

Materials needed:

3 X 5 cards

Drawing paper

Pencils

WHAT THE TEACHER DOES: (To prepare ahead)

On the 3 X 5 cards, print the following rhymes, one rhyme to a card:

What good would an elephant be without a trunk 

And in place of his tail he had the tail of a skunk?

If the whiskers were missing on the face of the cat 

What good would he be with the wings of the bat?

How would it look for a waddling goose
To wear the antlers of a furry brown moose?

How silly would it sound to hear a squeal from a cow? 

Especially if its legs were as short as a sow?

A fish eating nuts wouldn't be any more Funny than a squirrel taking dives in a pool warm and sunny.
WHAT THE STUDENTS DO:

Give each child a piece of drawing paper, a pencil and a 3 X 5 card.  Ask them to illustrate or draw the silly animal that is the result of the change mentioned on the card.  For larger groups, make up more silly rhymes or have several children illustrating the same ones.  Share the results of the drawings together.  Talk about how these kinds of changes are impossible and not even desirable.  In our story today a man wants to make some big changes in his life.  The kind of changes he wants to make are impossible without Jesus' help.  

Zacchaeus The Tax Collector
Zacchaeus was a tax collector. In fact, he was chief tax collector and a wealthy man.  
Tax collectors were hated because they sometimes cheated people by collecting more than they should. They gave part of the money to the government and kept the rest for themselves. 

When the tax collectors asked John the Baptist what they should do, he told them to not collect more than they were required to. 
Many times in the Bible they are grouped with sinners, pagans, and immoral people. However, Jesus portrayed many of them as teachable and ready to repent. The parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector shows the contrast in their attitudes. The Pharisee was proud of his goodness, but the tax collector was humble and asked for forgiveness. You can read this parable in Luke 18:10-14. 
Zacchaeus was such a man. He wanted to see Jesus, but he was not very tall. All his life he had trouble seeing over the heads and shoulders of people in crowds. He had an idea. He would run ahead of the crowd and climb up in the sycamore fig tree that was beside the path where Jesus would walk. 
His short legs carried him to the spot, and he climbed the tree. What an excellent place! We could say he had a "front row seat". 

When Jesus got to the tree, he looked up at Zacchaeus. He told him to come down, immediately. He wanted to go to Zacchaeus' house! 
Zacchaeus was so excited. He climbed down and welcomed Jesus. 

People began to criticize Jesus because he was going to the house of a "sinner", but Zacchaeus was a repentant sinner. He was sorry for the bad things he had done. He told the Lord that he would give half of his possessions to the poor, and if he had cheated anybody out of anything, he would give back four times that amount.  
Jesus was pleased with this little man's excellent attitude of heart. He said, "Today salvation has come to this house." 
What does this story mean to me? 
Zacchaeus was a little man with a big problem. He wanted to see Jesus, but because he was so short, he couldn't see over the people in front of him. But he didn't just give up and go home. No, he looked for a way to solve his problem. And because He persevered, his life was changed.

When you face a problem, don't be quick to give up. Look to Jesus and allow Him to change your life and your situation
