PRE TEENS (11-12)
SUBJECT; Jesus Encounters People
TOPIC:
Jesus Meets a Rich Man
BIBLE TEXT: St. Matthew 19:16-30
LESSON FOCUS: We must put God first
MEMORY VERSE: But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
St. Matthew 6:33

SUGGESTED SONGS:

Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God
If You Want To Be A Worker for the Lord
ADDITIONAL READING FOR TEACHER STUDY:

Mark 10:13-31
Luke 18:15-30

ACTIVITIES:

Colouring page(s)

Crosswords

Fill in the blanks
The Teacher’s Bible Study

Luke places this event in the midst of a series of incidents and parables designed to indicate the character of discipleship. All the Gospel-writers place it near the end of Jesus' public ministry, and Mark supplies a bit of the context: "As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him" (Mark 10:17a). Jesus is about to leave the town. It is the man's last chance to ask his question, to meet Jesus face-to-face. And so he runs up to him and falls on his knees before him. It is a picture of urgency and earnestness and humility. 

Matthew's account (19:22) adds another detail and refers to the ruler as a "young man," Greek neaniskos, "a relatively young man, 'youth, young man' (from about the 24th to the 40th year)."[2] Luke 18:23 tells us "he was a man of great wealth." "Wealth" is Greek plousios, "pertaining to having an abundance of earthly possessions that exceeds normal experience, 'rich, wealthy.' "[3] The adjective "great" translates Greek sphodra, "a very high point on a scale of extent, 'very (much), extremely, greatly.' "[4]

And so we have an earnest young man, wealthy -- very wealthy, indeed -- and probably because of his wealth and earnestness about spiritual matters, a person entrusted with governance in the synagogue, a ruler, a respected person in the community.

And in his fine robes, immaculately groomed, he is kneeling in the dirt of the roadside at the edge of town, with a burning question on his heart.

Most of the wealthy, religious people who asked Jesus public questions were trying to trick him into some imprudent statement -- "Should we pay taxes to Caesar?" (Luke 20:22). "Why do your disciples pluck grain on the Sabbath?" (Luke 6:2). "This lady was caught in the very act of adultery. Shouldn't we stone her as Moses directed?" (John 8:4). But this man's question was no trick. It was a sincere question to which he needed to know the answer -- how to inherit eternal life.

The young man's question betrays both his superficial understanding of inheriting eternal life, and his superficial understanding of a person's ability to do good deeds that are pure, unmixed by ulterior motives. The Prophet Isaiah scathing words 750 years before -- "all our righteous acts are like filthy rags" (Isaiah 64:6) -- have somehow escaped the young man. :

The young man can't understand anything else Jesus will tell him unless he grasps that our relative standards of goodness are much, much different than God's absolute goodness and God's standards of righteousness. 

Jesus proposes the man selling all his property and giving the proceeds to those who are least able to reciprocate -- the poor. St. James is right when he characterizes true religion: "Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world" (James 1:27).

The story of the rich young ruler exposes a raw nerve in us that causes a reaction. But disposing of wealth was not all that Jesus asked the man to do.

"When Jesus heard this, he said to him, 'You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.' " (18:22)

However, I don't think that the following Jesus invites this man to do is just figurative. Jesus looked at this man and loved him (Mark 10:21). I think he is inviting the rich young man to join him on his journeys, to become one of the disciples who enjoy the immense and unspeakable privilege of spending time with Jesus and learning from him on a day-by-day basis. What a wonderful invitation!

But the invitation implicit to us is no less wonderful. We, too, are invited to come to Jesus, and then to follow him on a spiritual life journey. To enjoy his company, his presence. To be taught along the way by his Word and Spirit. To become part of his great extended family, the Body of Christ throughout the world. And to be filled with hope in the closing days of our journey as we know his promises and feel his comfort with us.

"Come, follow me," is the invitation Jesus extends to you and me.

Taken from: http://www.jesuswalk.com/lessons/18_18-23.htm 
GETTING THEIR ATTENTION - TREASURE BOX

Materials needed:

Box (one with a small lock and key)

WHAT THE TEACHER DOES: (To prepare ahead)

There are no advance preparations necessary.

WHAT THE CHILDREN DO:

Ask the children what treasure is?  Something we cherish or love.  (Show the children the locked box.)  If they had a treasure box of any size what things would they put in the box that they cherish and love?  When a child has thought of something, they come and unlock the box, tell everyone what they are sticking in (obviously for pretend) and re-lock the box.  Continue until all children who wish to have had an opportunity to participate and contribute.

In our story today Jesus talks to a young man who has a lot of money treasures.  His treasures are so important to him that he makes a bad choice about them.

A Rich Young Man
One day a young ruler came to Jesus and fell on his knees before him. He said, "Good teacher, what must I do to get eternal life?" 

Jesus told him to keep the commandments. "Which ones?" the man asked. 

Jesus started quoting some of the 10 commandments; "Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother." 

Then he mentions a commandment, not one of the 10 commandments, but one from the book of Leviticus, "Love your neighbor as yourself." In Leviticus 19:18 the people were told to not seek revenge, or to bear a grudge against one of their people, but instead they were to love their neighbor as they loved themselves. 

The young man said he had kept all these commands from the time he was a boy. He had lived a good life. The Bible says that Jesus looked at him and loved him, but Jesus looked into the man's heart and saw something that was keeping him from becoming a follower. 

Jesus told him that he still lacked one thing; he must sell the things he owned and give the money to the poor. Then he would have treasure in heaven, and he could follow Jesus. 

The young man's face fell and he sadly went away because he had great riches that he would not part with. 

After the young man left, Jesus talked to his disciples about how hard it is for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. "It is easier", he said, "for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, but with God all things are possible." 

When we read the story of the young ruler we learn the importance of putting Jesus first. The ruler thought he was a really good person. He did not mistreat people, and he obeyed the laws. 

But the love of money was his weakness. He probably thought that he could take care of himself without God's help.  Whether you have a little money or a lot during your lifetime, you still need God's help. 

Sometimes children use their allowance money to help others rather than spending it on themselves. They have learned to put God first. You can learn at an early age to put God and others ahead of yourself. You will be blessed if you do.

True or False 
1. It is a sin to be rich.                   F 

2. God provides everything we have.              T 

3. We can spend our money on whatever we want.                F 

4. Riches are always a sign God is pleased with someone.          F 

5. It is hard to be rich and still please God.                    T 

6. God knows whether we trust in Him or whether we trust in our money.   

        CONSIDER

7. Is it impossible to be rich and go to heaven? 

8. Name two other things that we could love more than God. 

9. Name three of the commandments the young man had kept. 

Discussion: Is it sinful to be rich? 

Consider these things when answering: 

· No. Jesus' command to this man was not a universal command to all men. 
· What all must do is not have anything we love more than God. This could be popularity, friends, comfort, entertainment, money, or any number of things. 
· Whatever we put first in our life is what we worship. God must be first in our life. 
· This man's idol was wealth. Jesus pointed out to his disciples that money is a great temptation. 
· Paul said "the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil." 1Tim. 6:10.  
· Paul also explained how the rich should approach their blessings. 1 Timothy 6:17-18: As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share. 
· Anything we have can either be used for God or we can put it ahead of God. We must be sure to put God first. 

