UPPER JUNIORS (9-11)
SUBJECT; Jesus Encounters People

TOPIC:
Jesus Meets a Sick Man
BIBLE TEXT: St. John 5;1-18

LESSON FOCUS: When you meet Jesus you can be healed (Jesus can heal)
MEMORY VERSE: 6And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Hebrews 11:6

SUGGESTED SONGS:

Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God

ADDITIONAL READING FOR TEACHER STUDY:

James 5:13-16

Mark 2:27-28

ACTIVITIES:

Colouring page(s)

Crosswords

Fill in the blanks

The Teacher’s Bible Study

Pool of Bethesda was located on the eastern side of the city near the Fortress of Antonia. The name Bethesda means "house of mercy."" 
The water source was a nearby spring. The Pool had five porches and according to the Bible there was a tradition that an angel moved the waters at certain times and healed the sick. It was here at the Pool of Bethesda that Jesus healed the man who was lame for thirty-eight years. Recent archaeological discoveries have again confirmed the Biblical account, that there were five porches and the fifth one divided the rectangular pool into two separate compartments. 

Taken from: 
http://www.bible-history.com/sketches/ancient/pool-bethesda.html  
Pool of Bethesda 

The Pool of Bethesda (also known as Bethsaida) is located near the Sheep Gate just north of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. In his gospel account, John describes such a pool, surrounded by five covered colonnades (John 5:2). Until the 19th century, there was no archaeological evidence for the Pool of Bethesda, so skeptics used this as proof that John’s account was written by some later zealot who didn’t have eyewitness knowledge of Jerusalem or an actual pool called Bethesda. 

Today, there’s really no question that archaeologists have uncovered the actual Pool of Bethesda where Jesus healed the invalid (John 5:1-15). The colonnades were visible to John at the time of Jesus, but the pool probably didn’t appear sunken and surrounded by walls like it does today.
GETTING THEIR ATTENTION - POOL PLAY

Materials needed:

Items that would be taken to a pool:

sunglasses

sun screen lotion

goggles

nose or ear plugs

snorkels, water toys

Swimmies or life-jacket

towel

chair

swim suit (women and mens OR girls and boys)

Large beach bag or something else to store the above items in

WHAT THE TEACHER DOES: (To prepare ahead)

Place all the items in the beach bag.  It cannot be see-thru.  Larger items such as the chair store nearby but out-of-sight.

WHAT THE CHILDREN DO:

Have the children repeat each line of the following riddle after you.  At the end of the riddle select a child to guess what the answer is to the riddle. (In parenthesis after every riddle) When they guess correctly, they draw it out of the bag and put it on.  After the activity is finished, say to the children, "In our story today there is a pool with many people beside it.

No one has any of these things on and no one seems to be having a good time.

Let's see why.

RIDDLES

We're going to the pool      

To try and stay cool               
What shall we take            
So we don't bake?  (Sun screen)    

We're going to the pool

To try and stay cool

What shall we wear

Instead of underwear?  (Swimsuit)
We're going to the pool       
To try and stay cool               
What can we sit in           
 When we're not swimmin'?  (Chair)  
We're going to the pool

To try and stay cool

We wear these on our eyes

We look like funny spies.  (Goggles)
We're going to the pool       
To try and stay cool
We wear these on our nose 
To keep water out of that hose (Nose Plugs)       
We're going to the pool

To try and stay cool               

 We might take these along

In case our swimming's not too strong

(Life jacket)

We're going to the pool       
To try and stay cool               
We'll use this to get dry 
Or maybe on it lie.  (Towel)  
We're going to the pool

To try and stay cool

To give our eyes a rest

These glasses work the best.  (Sunglasses)

We're going to the pool

To try and stay cool

It will be more fun with these

and we'll share them if you please.  (Toys)

Healing at the Pool of Bethesda

Jesus went up to Jerusalem to observe a feast of the Jews. He was at a pool by the Sheep Gate. The Hebrew name for the pool was Bethesda and there were five porches around the pool. Some writings say that at certain times an angel would come down and stir up the water. Then the first person to get into the pool after the water was stirred, would be healed of whatever disease or infirmity the person had.
So people would wait there by the pool for the stirring of the water. Some were blind, some were lame, and some were paralyzed, not able to move. One of the people at the pool that day was a man who had not been able to walk for thirty-eight years. Jesus saw him there and knew of his condition. 

He asked the man if he wanted to be made well. Of course, the man wanted to be well, but he said that he didn't have anyone to help him into the pool. When the water was stirred, someone would get down into the pool before he had a chance to get there.
Jesus told him to get up, take up his bed that he was lying on, and to walk. Immediately the man was made well and did as Jesus commanded him. He picked up his bed and he walked! Jesus walked away into the crowd of people before the man had a chance to even thank him. 
Q. Where did the incident take place?
· The Pool of Bethesda

· Near sheep gate. Sheep gate was the gate used to bring sheep into the city to the temple for sacrifice. (Nehemiah 3:1)

· The Bethesda pool has been discovered by archeologists in 1960s.

Q. What was the occasion?
· Feast of Jews & Sabbath

· Three feasts of Jews 

1. Feast of Passover & unleavened bread

2. Feast of Pentecost

3. Feast of tabernacles

Why were there lot of disabled people near Bethesda pool?
· Waiting for angel to come and stir waters. (Angels and Demons in the Bible)

· It is common to hear about hot springs in which people got or claimed to get healed in ancient times. Even today, in many parts of the world, people go to some of these hot springs, which supposedly have healing power!

· We are not sure exactly weather the pool water had some miraculous power.

· John 5:4 (KJV) – “For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had.”

· Note: Verse 4 is not included in the New International Version.  Some of the later found manuscripts do not contain this verse, so it has been left out in the later bible translation like NIV.

What can you learn about the condition of the disabled man?
· He was disabled for 38 years (older than Jesus)

· He would have tried everything he could have.

· There was nobody to help him (John 5:7) His family may have left him there.

· He was lying there near Bethesda pool in a hope that some day he may get chance to be the first one to get into pool.

· Persistent

· He wanted to be well. But he could not do it by himself. He needed somebody’s help.

· He sincerely thought that if I can reach there at right time, I can be healed. The only problem was that he could not!

· He did not even know who Jesus was. Jesus came up to him.

Q. What did Jesus ask him? And what was his reply?
· It was a strange question -”Do you want to get well?” He had been there all these year desperately trying to be well. With this question, Jesus was offering him help. Perhaps, nobody would have asked him to help for years!

· If I am to rephrase the man’s answer in one sentence, it would be, “Yes, I want to be well, I just can’t get there.” Put yourself in his place – you may be desperately trying for physical or emotional healing, peace, joy, purpose, or any personal victory over temptation. Jesus asks us the same simple question!

Q. What was Jesus’ reply?
· “Get up, pick up your mat and walk.” – You don’t have to go there. Your healing is right here, right now. You don’t have to wait for angel to come to the pool.

· The man was instantly healed. (After suffering from it for 38 years)

Q. Why were Jews not happy?
· The man was carrying his mat on sabbath. Pharisees and the teachers of the law had many laws regarding Sabbath about how much to walk or work on sabbath.

· They were insensitive to the man who was healed after 38 years.

· They cared about laws more than people. (People First!)

· Think of a blind man get healed and in his joy, he may cross the road and the cop gives him ticket in spite of knowing that he was just healed!!!

Q. What can we learn from the fact that he did not even know Jesus?
· He did not even know who healed him.

· Can we say, that miracles are not always consequence of faith?

· Jesus again found him, it is as if Jesus is literally pursuing him.

Q. Why did Jesus talk to him about sin? Where does sin come into picture? Do you think sickness is the result of sin?
· He was physically healed, but he also needed spiritual healing.

· I don’t think, Jesus meant that his sickness or disability was the result of sin. Check out the surprisingly similar passage of healing blind man in John 9:1-12.

· It was a reminder of much greater healing and change from inside. After all, what can be worst than 38 years of sickness?

· Jesus also gave the similar command to the woman caught in the adultery in John 8: 1-11. (John 8:11)

· The man took heed of Jesus’ instruction, thus proclaiming boldly about Jesus healing him.

