PRE TEENS (11-12)
SUBJECT; Jesus Encounters People

TOPIC:
Jesus Meets a Sick Man
BIBLE TEXT: St. John 5;1-18

LESSON FOCUS: When you meet Jesus you can be healed (Jesus can heal)
MEMORY VERSE: 6And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Hebrews 11:6

SUGGESTED SONGS:

Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God

ADDITIONAL READING FOR TEACHER STUDY:

James 5:13-16

Mark 2:27-28

ACTIVITIES:

Colouring page(s)

Crosswords

Fill in the blanks

The Teacher’s Bible Study

Pool of Bethesda was located on the eastern side of the city near the Fortress of Antonia. The name Bethesda means "house of mercy."" 
The water source was a nearby spring. The Pool had five porches and according to the Bible there was a tradition that an angel moved the waters at certain times and healed the sick. It was here at the Pool of Bethesda that Jesus healed the man who was lame for thirty-eight years. Recent archaeological discoveries have again confirmed the Biblical account, that there were five porches and the fifth one divided the rectangular pool into two separate compartments. 

Taken from: 
http://www.bible-history.com/sketches/ancient/pool-bethesda.html  
Pool of Bethesda 

The Pool of Bethesda (also known as Bethsaida) is located near the Sheep Gate just north of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. In his gospel account, John describes such a pool, surrounded by five covered colonnades (John 5:2). Until the 19th century, there was no archaeological evidence for the Pool of Bethesda, so skeptics used this as proof that John’s account was written by some later zealot who didn’t have eyewitness knowledge of Jerusalem or an actual pool called Bethesda. 

Today, there’s really no question that archaeologists have uncovered the actual Pool of Bethesda where Jesus healed the invalid (John 5:1-15). The colonnades were visible to John at the time of Jesus, but the pool probably didn’t appear sunken and surrounded by walls like it does today.
GETTING THEIR ATTENTION - CRIPPLING CHALLENGE

Materials needed:

Sheets (one for each child)

Glass Tumbler (one for each child)

Pitcher of water

WHAT THE TEACHER DOES: (To prepare ahead)

Line the glass tumblers on a low table or on chairs across the front of the room. Fill each glass with water.

WHAT THE STUDENTS DO:

Have each child lay down at the back of the room.  With their ankles crossed, wrap each child's legs tightly together with a sheet from the waist to the ankles. Give them 3 minutes to try and figure out a way to reach a glass of water at the other end of the room.

At the end of the 3 minutes have them return to their seats. Ask, "Suppose every time you wanted something you had to go through this same ordeal?

Suppose you had to struggle like that for most of your life?  The man in our story today had been crippled for 38 years.  He saw something just in reach that he wanted very badly.  GO STRAIGHT INTO THE BIBLE STORY.

Healing at the Pool of Bethesda

Jesus went up to Jerusalem to observe a feast of the Jews. He was at a pool by the Sheep Gate. The Hebrew name for the pool was Bethesda and there were five porches around the pool. 

Some writings say that at certain times an angel would come down and stir up the water. Then the first person to get into the pool after the water was stirred, would be healed of whatever disease or infirmity the person had. 

So people would wait there by the pool for the stirring of the water. Some were blind, some were lame, and some were paralyzed, not able to move. One of the people at the pool that day was a man who had not been able to walk for thirty-eight years. Jesus saw him there and knew of his condition. 

He asked the man if he wanted to be made well. Of course, the man wanted to be well, but he said that he didn't have anyone to help him into the pool. When the water was stirred, someone would get down into the pool before he had a chance to get there. 

Jesus told him to get up, take up his bed that he was lying on, and to walk. Immediately the man was made well and did as Jesus commanded him. He picked up his bed and he walked! Jesus walked away into the crowd of people before the man had a chance to even thank him. 

You would think that everyone would be happy that the man was able to walk after being lame for thirty-eight years. However, there were some Jewish rulers there who saw what had happened, and the only thing they could think about was the fact that he was carrying his bed, and the Jewish law said that you should not be doing any work on the Sabbath day. They didn't care about the man at all! 

They said, "It's the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to carry your bed!" He told them that the man who had healed him told him to carry his bed. 

The rulers asked him who had healed him, but the man didn't know because Jesus had gone away into the crowd before he could talk to him. 

Later Jesus saw him in the temple and told him that now he was well and that he should stop sinning or something worse would come upon him. 

The man went to the Jewish leaders and told them that it was Jesus who had healed him. The leaders were more determined than ever to kill him because he had done this on the Sabbath. 

Jesus told them, "My Father has been working until now, and I have been working." This really upset the leaders, because not only had he healed the man on the Sabbath, but they said he was making himself equal with God by calling him Father. 

What does this story mean to me?

Jesus healed the man at the pool and he was able to walk again.

Doctors and scientists today have learned so much about how God made the body that they can do many wonderful things to help people get well when they are sick. 

But we still need to pray for God's healing when we are sick. The writer James tells Christians when they are sick, to call for the elders to pray for them and anoint them with oil. He says that God will heal in answer to prayers of faith.(James 5:13-16)
· Do you know of any other stories in the Bible where people prayed for healing and were healed?

· Have you ever prayed for God to heal you?
