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PRETEENS (11-12)
SUBJECT:
Jesus Shows Who He Is           
Topic:         Jesus is Baptized

BIBLE TEXT:

Matthew 3:13-17, 




Mark 1, Luke 3, 




John 1 

LESSON FOCUS: 
Jesus wants us to follow Him in water baptism

MEMORY VERSE: 
Change your 




ways and be 




baptized, every

one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Acts 2:38a
SUGGESTED SONGS: Do You Know The

 Son of God?

Jesus Wants Me For A Sunbeam

Tell me The Stories of Jesus

ADDITIONAL READING FOR TEACHER STUDY:

Romans 6:4

Acts 8:12 

Mark 1, Luke 3, 

 

John 1 

ACTIVITIES:

Colouring page(s)

Craft

The Teacher’s Bible Study

Baptize: to immerse in water Repent: To turn away from wrong and toward right 

John the Baptist was God's appointed messenger. Before Jesus began his ministry, John had been announcing to the people throughout the regions of Jerusalem and Judea to prepare for the coming Messiah. He was calling them to repent, turn from their sins, and be baptized. He was pointing the way to Jesus. 

As those who have accepted Jesus as Saviour, our desire should be to follow Jesus and be like Him. Jesus was baptized in water by John and in Matthew 3:16 we read:
“As soon as Jesus was baptised
he went up out of the water.”
Baptism in water is an outward act that shows our inner experience. Jesus has washed away our sins so baptism is the way of showing this.  It is a public way of showing people that we have made Jesus our Lord and we are joining the Church.


WHY BE BAPTIZED?
Jesus commanded it (Matthew 28:19):

“Go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”
Who Should Be Baptised?
Those who have made a personal decision to accept Jesus as their Saviour by repenting of sin and asking Him into their lives. Acts 2:38 says:

“Repent and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins.”
Being baptised or sprinkled with water along with naming of a baby is a church ceremony known as "Christening". Christening (or infant baptism) is not taught in the Bible. Baptism is for believers only. 

Even when children may have been included in the household, as may have been so in the case of the Philippian jailer, their baptism was right because they too had repented. (Acts 16:32-34).


Water baptism is only for those who have repented of sin and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as Jesus taught this.
What is the meaning of Baptism?
By going down into the water, under it, and coming up again, we have a picture of Jesus who went down into death and rose again in resurrection life, reminding us that our old life before we were saved is dead and buried in baptism, and when we come up out of the water we walk in newness of life with Jesus Christ.  Read in Romans 6:3-4.
Jesus Baptism shows that everyone must be baptized. Jesus didn’t need baptism for the remission of any sins committed, since he never committed any sins. He just had to be baptized because the Father had given a commandment that everyone must be baptized in order to be saved (even though baptism alone saves no-one). After the death and resurrection of Christ all followers of Jesus were baptized.

Jesus Baptism shows that baptism is a voluntary act.  John the Baptist preached repentance and baptism, and those so inclined, turned to him and asked him to baptize them. There is no evidence that John (or anyone else in the scriptures for that matter), baptized people who could not make a conscious decision of their own to be baptized.

Jesus Baptism shows that baptism should done by emersion. “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water”. If Jesus were not down in the river, he would not need to go straightway out of the water. And it would be a ridiculous thought that John would bring a coffee cup with which he could sprinkle Jesus with water. If sprinkling or splashing would do, John the Baptist wouldn’t need the Jordan River. Sprinkling could easily have been done from the river bank, but the baptism of John required walking out in the water. Baptism (Greek =Immersion) 

GETTING THEIR ATTENTION - BORN AGAIN PENNIES

Materials needed:

Tarnished pennies, One per child

Pitcher of water

A glass

A shiny penny

Vinegar

A Tablespoon

Paper towels

WHAT THE TEACHER DOES: (To prepare ahead)

There are no advance preparations necessary.

WHAT THE STUDENTS DO:

Have the children look at their dirty, tarnished pennies.  Have them compare it to the shiny penny that the teacher has.  Have them drop their pennies into the glass and stir for 10 sec.  

Take the penny out of the water and dry it.  Talk about how clean and shiny the penny is now.  The shiny penny represents how God wants our lives to be.  

We are baptized to tell others that we have decided to live brand new lives with Jesus.  

In our Bible story today Jesus is baptized to show others the way.  

GO STRAIGHT INTO THE BIBLE STORY.

STORY TIME

Jesus Is Baptized

Jesus was thirty years old when he left Nazareth and went to the Jordan River where John preached and baptized the people. When John saw Jesus in the crowd he called out, 

"This is the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. This is the one who is greater than I." 

But Jesus had not come to be introduced to the  people; he wanted to be baptized. John said, 

"Why have you come to be baptized? You are much greater than I." 

John felt unworthy to baptize the Son of God. 

Jesus answered, 

"I must be baptized because it is God's plan. Baptize me now." 

And John took Jesus into the river and baptized him there. 

When the two were coming out of the water, a strange thing happened. The heavens opened and the Spirit of God in the form of a dove came down upon Jesus. A voice from heaven said, 

"This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased." 

