YOUNG TEENS (13-15)
SUBJECT; Jesus Shows Who He is

TOPIC:
Jesus Heals and Forgives

BIBLE TEXT: John 9: 1-38
LESSON FOCUS: Jesus is merciful and forgiving

MEMORY VERSE: “While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’
 John 9: 5
SUGGESTED SONGS:

 The Wise Man

 Built His House

 Be Careful Little Ears

 The Light of the World is J-E-S-U-S

ADDITIONAL READING FOR TEACHER STUDY:

Ephesians 5:8-14

Matthew 5: 13-16

John 1: 4-9

John 12:35, 46

ACTIVITIES:

Colouring page(s)

Crosswords

True/false questions

The Teacher’s Bible Study

This story is a powerful demonstration of the miracle working power of Jesus. It is also a theological illustration of spiritual vs. physical blindness. The beginning of the chapter sets the stage where Jesus describes himself as the light of the world. This theme is revisited at the end of the chapter as Jesus rebukes the Pharisees for their spiritual blindness. The result is a story of mercy and judgment. When the Son of Man comes, he shows mercy to the humble but judgment to the proud.

The term Son of Man refers to Jesus as the fulfillment of the Old Testament promises of the coming Messiah King.

A key theme in this text is that sickness does not always equal sin. This was contrary to what many in Jesus’ day (and our own) thought.

This story may seem a little sparse on application at first. But if you realize the context of John 9 is Jesus rebuke of the proud Pharisees and their rejection of the mercy of God. This is a powerful warning for kids “growing up Christian.” We all must come to Jesus as humble sinners and rejoice when he saves those we consider “lower” than ourselves.

Say, “When Jesus was on Earth, many people believed that if someone was sick it was because they had done something really wrong in secret. In our story today, Jesus meets a man who was born blind (he could never see) who people had always assumed was a terrible sinner because he suffered so much.”

GETTING THEIR ATTENTION – 

BLIND MAN'S BLUFF

Materials needed:

Containers of things to smell such as:

A container of spice (example: cinnamon)

A tube or bottle of lotion

Cream or ointment with menthol in it

Things to feel such as:

Piece of fur material

Mirror

Sandpaper

Cassette tape recorder with three sounds recorded onto a tape such as: an animal noise, a train whistle or car horn,  a kitchen appliance like the can opener etc.

A blindfold for each child

WHAT THE TEACHER DOES: (To prepare ahead)

Place all the materials in a bag so they can't be seen by the children.

WHAT THE CHILDREN DO:

Blindfold each child.  Tell them you have three things to feel, three things to smell and three things to hear.  Bring the items out of the bag one at a time.  Have the children take turns trying to identify the items they smell, feel or hear.  (Use blindfolds that can be easily lifted and replaced by the child, so they can look after each item and have immediate feedback as to whether their guess was right or not.)

Our story today is about a blind man who Jesus heals. Can you imagine how excited he was when he could finally see?  Do you think he kept this good news to himself?  

True Sight        

Imagine living in the dark.

Sara loved to go camping with her father. This was their special time to be together. And it was a special time to get away, to travel to the mountains and breathe clean air.

While Sara had her favorite camping sites, her father liked to visit new areas. This weekend, her father took her to site in the heart of the forest. So far in the forest, in fact, they had to hike three miles from the parking places off a dirt road to get there. As Sara hiked behind her father, she was quiet, lost in her thoughts. She thought how heavy her pack was, how crazy this trip seemed, and how she would pick the next site. As she turned a bend in the path, she was suddenly struck how dark the forest was. She looked up to see the lush trees cover every bit of the sky. While she knew it was not close to sunset, the forest seemed to be bathed in dusk. It was a little scary.

As she turned another corner, she saw the camp site. More important, she saw the break in the trees and the sunlight stream upon the meadow in the opening. She marveled at the view of the mountains and the clear lake before her. All were bathed in warm sunlight. Sara stopped at the camp site, put her pack down, and stood there with her eyes closed, drinking in the light. Sunlight never seemed so good!

Given a choice, most of us would live in the light. We build our world around light. The natural light of the day. The electrical lights at night. Light gives us the way to see what’s around us.

We have a light for our hearts. Someone to lead us through the dark times. His name is Jesus.

 BIBLE STORY AND DISCUSSION 

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind

ONE Sabbath day, as Jesus and his disciples were walking in Jerusalem, they met a blind man begging. This man in all his life had never seen, for he had been born blind. The disciples said to Jesus, as they were passing him, "Master, whose fault was it that this man was born blind? Was it because he has sinned, or did his parents sin?"

For the Jews thought that when any evil came, it was caused by some one's sin. But Jesus said, "This man was born blind, not because of his parents' sin, nor because of his own; but so that God might show his power in him. We must do God's work while it is day; for the night is coming when no man can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world."

When Jesus had said this he spat on the ground, and mixed up the spittle with earth, making a little lump of clay. This clay Jesus spread on the eyes of the blind man, and then he said to him, "Go and wash in the pool of Siloam."

The pool of Siloam was a large cistern or reservoir on the southeast of Jerusalem, outside the wall, where the valley of Gihon and the valley of the Kedron come together. To go to this pool the blind man, with two great blotches of mud on his face, must walk through the streets of the city, out of the gate, and into the valley. He went, and felt his way down the steps into the pool of Siloam. There he washed, and then at once his lifelong blindness passed away, and he could see. When the man came back to the part of the city where he lived, his neighbors could scarcely believe that he was the same man. They said, "Is not this the man who used to sit on the street begging?"

"This must be the same man," said some; but others said, "No, it is some one who looks like him.'' But the man said, "I am the very same man who was blind!" 
"Why, how did this come to pass?" they asked him. "How were your eyes opened?"

"The man called Jesus," he answered, "mixed clay, and put it on my eyes, and said to me,' Go to the pool of Siloam and wash,' and I went and washed, and then I could see." 
"Where is this man?" they asked him. "I do not know," said the man.

Some of the Pharisees, the men who made a show of always obeying the law, asked the man how he had been made to see. He said to them, as he had said before, "A man put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and my sight came to me." Some of the Pharisees said, "The man who did this is not a man of God, because he does not keep the Sabbath. He makes clay, and puts it on men's eyes, working on the Sabbath-day. He is a sinner."

Others said, "How can a man who is a sinner do such wonderful works?" And thus the people were divided in what they thought of Jesus. They asked the man who had been blind, "What do you think of this man who has opened your eyes ?" "He is a prophet of God!" said the man. But the leading Jews would not believe that this man had gained his sight until they had sent for his father and his mother. The Jews asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How is it that he can now see? "

His parents were afraid to tell all they knew; for the Jews had agreed that if any man should say that Jesus was the Christ, the Savior, he should be turned out of the synagogue, and not be allowed to worship any more with the people. So his parents said to the Jews, "We know that this is our son, and we know that he was born blind. But how he was made to see we do not know, or who has opened his eyes we do not know. He is of age; ask him, and let him speak for himself." Then again the rulers of the Jews called the man who had been blind; and they said to him, "Give God the praise for your sight. We know that this man who made clay on the Sabbath is a sinner."

"Whether that man is a sinner or not, I do not know," answered the man; "but one thing I do know, that once I was blind, and now I see." They said to him again, "What did this man do to you? How did he open your eyes?"

"I have told you already, and you would not listen," said the man. "Why do you wish to hear it again? Do you intend to believe in him and be his followers?" This made them very angry, and they said to the man, "You are his follower; but we are followers of Moses. We know that God spoke to Moses; but as for this fellow, we do not even know from what place he comes!"

The man said, "Why, that is a very wonderful thing! You who are teachers of the people, do not know who this man is, or from what place he comes; and yet he has had power to open my eyes! We know that God does not hear sinners; but God hears only those who worship him and do his will. Never before has any one opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could not do such works as these!"

The rulers of the Jews, these Pharisees, then said to the man, "You were born in sin; and do you try to teach us?" And they turned him out of the synagogue, and would not let him worship with them. Jesus heard of this; and when Jesus found him he said to him, "Do you believe on the Son of God?" The man said, "And who is he, Lord, that I may believe on him?" 
"You have seen him," said Jesus, "and it is he who now talks with you!"
The man said, "Lord, I believe." And he fell down before Jesus and worshipped him.

Questions

1. Who would you say this chapter is most about?

2. From what you see in this chapter, how would you describe the personality of the

blind man?

3. From the evidence you see in this chapter, what would you say the Pharisees

considered to be the most important things in life?

4. Suppose you were one of the Pharisees in this chapter who were questioning the man

who claimed to be healed by Jesus. Looking only at the evidence presented in verses

13-34, how would you summarize the facts in this case?

5.In verse 39, who are the blind people Jesus speaks of, and who are those who see?

Discussion Questions

1. How do our sins affect us physically or emotionally?
2. Through what disability or weakness can you glorify God?
3. What work has God given you to do while you still have time?
4. In what way has God healed you?
5. In what ways are we spiritually blind?
6. How did your family and friends respond when you put your faith in Christ?
7. For what healing in your life will you praise God today?
