UPPER JUNIORS (9-11)
SUBJECT; Jesus Shows Who He is

TOPIC: Jesus Brings Life


BIBLE TEXT: John 11: 1-44
LESSON FOCUS: Jesus has power to 

give physical and spiritual life. 

MEMORY VERSE: “Jesus answered, I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” John 14: 6
SUGGESTED SONGS:

The Wise Man  Built His House

Everybody Ought To Know

He’s Got The Whole World In His     Hands

The Light of the World is J-E-S-U-S

ADDITIONAL READING FOR TEACHER STUDY:

Luke 8: 40-56

Luke 7: 11-17

John 5: 24-27

John 10:10

ACTIVITIES:

Colouring page(s)

Crosswords

True/false questions

The Teacher’s Bible Study

MIRACLES
A miracle can be defined as an extraordinary or supernatural event that supercedes the natural processes of the world. In other words, God breaks into the natural order of things, disrupts the predictable and draws attention to Himself. A miracle is a sign that points to God.
Several types of miracles are described in the Bible. Basically there are six different types of miracles:

1. miracles of healing of diseases or physical problems (blindness, lameness)
2. miracles over nature (storms, withered fig tree)
3. miracles over objects (feeding 5000, water into wine)
4. miracles over death (raising Lazarus, Jairus’ daughter, raising the widow of Nain’s son, resurrection)
5. miracles over evil spirits (healing demoniac)
6. forgiving sins (this probably got Jesus into more trouble than any other miracles)

People often react to the concept of miracles with disbelief. “This event could not have happened! It is impossible!” Secondly, some people attempt to explain away the miracle. This is especially prevalent in today’s scientific and rational society. “Surely there must be a scientific explanation for what happened,” they assert. The people of Jesus’ day did not doubt the authenticity of the miracles. They saw the results of his actions first hand. They saw the lame walking, the blind seeing, the deaf hearing. They did not doubt that the miracle had occurred. The issue for them was to determine the source of the power. This was one of the arguments the Pharisees consistently had with Jesus. What was the source of his power? Was it truly from God? Or from evil spirits and Satan? At the time of Jesus, so-called miracles were not an uncommon experience. Conjurers and magicians traveled about the New Testament world creating a stir with their actions. Jesus always attributed his miraculous powers to the authority of God the Father. Jesus wanted his healings to be seen not as magic and miracles, but as a call to repentance and faith. He wanted his actions to be differentiated from the flashy forgery that was prevalent in the world. The fact that the New Testament writers included the accounts of Jesus’ miracles is convincing evidence that they did indeed occur. Otherwise the writers would have downplayed or left out these stories in order to prevent risking Jesus being seen as just another wandering charlatan magician.

Why does God use miracles? A miracle is sometimes called a “sign,” especially in John's gospel. Through miracles, God breaks through human and natural barriers and reaches people, therefore showing his deep concern, love, and empathy. A miracle is a signpost or a finger pointing toward God. Jesus performed miracles because they were part of his calling to do the unexpected and to reveal the nature, power, and authority of God. The miraculous events themselves are important. But just as important are the consequences of the miracles and what the miracles taught the people involved and what they continue to teach us today. This rotation focuses on the event that previews the coming death and resurrection of Jesus. Perhaps the most important question the miracle stories force us to ask is the question Jesus asked of his followers, “Who do you say I am?”

The story of the resurrection of Lazarus is one of the most dramatic stories in the New Testament. Recorded in John’s gospel only, and taking place about a month before his death, this extraordinary event plays a key role in the religious leaders’ intensifying plot to get rid of Jesus. It also foreshadows the coming death and resurrection of Jesus and the assertion that the power of death itself will be destroyed.

Lazarus, whose name means “helped by God,” was the brother of Mary and Martha and lived in Bethany, a small town about two miles from Jerusalem on the eastern edge of the Mount of Olives. Mary, Martha and Lazarus’ home was Jesus’ “home away from home,” and he stayed there often, especially when traveling to and from Jerusalem. The Bible tells us that these three were his friends and Lazarus was one “whom Jesus loved.”
What Is A Miracle?
What is a miracle? Do you know?
Amazing as can be.
God can make someone walk, control the storm,
or make a blind man see.

What is a miracle? Do you know?
It's not a magic trick.
It's not like pulling rabbits from a hat,
or flowers from a stick.

What is a miracle? Do you know?
It helps me to believe.
That my Father in heaven controls it all,
And that He does love me. 
Lazarus

Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary and Martha, were friends of Jesus. When Lazarus fell ill, his sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, the one you love is sick." When Jesus heard the news, he waited two more days before going to Lazarus' hometown of Bethany. Jesus knew that he would do a great miracle for God's glory and, therefore, he was not in a hurry.  When Jesus arrived in Bethany, Lazarus had already been dead and in the tomb for four days. When Martha discovered that Jesus was on his way, she went out to meet him. "Lord," she said, "if you had been here, my brother would not have died."

Jesus told Martha, "Your brother will rise again." But Martha thought he was talking about the final resurrection of the dead. 

Then Jesus said these important words: "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die." 

Martha then went and told Mary that Jesus wanted to see her. Jesus had not yet entered the village, most likely to avoid stirring up the crowd and calling attention to himself. The town of Bethany was not far from Jerusalem where the Jewish leaders were plotting against Jesus. When Mary met Jesus she was grieving with strong emotion over her brother's death. The Jews with her were also weeping and mourning. Deeply moved by their grief, Jesus wept with them. 

Jesus then went to the tomb of Lazarus with Mary, Martha and the rest of the mourners. There he asked them to remove the stone that covered the hillside burial place. Jesus looked up to heaven and prayed to his Father, closing with these words: "Lazarus, come out!" When Lazarus came out of the tomb, Jesus told the people to remove his grave clothes. 

As a result of this incredible miracle, many people put their faith in Jesus. 

Discussion: Mary, Martha and their friends all believed in Jesus' power to heal. They believed that He was the Messiah. But still Jesus wanted to increase their faith. He wanted them to see the full power and glory of God, to give substance to His promises. They said they believed in the resurrection on the final day, but had not yet seen God's power to raise the dead. It was distant to them -- not connected to their current life. Jesus allowed Lazarus to die in order to show God's ultimate power. Discuss how this tragedy turned into a terrific source of faith in their lives. How they could then proclaim to others, "God can raise the dead!" 
