YOUNG TEENS (13-15)
SUBJECT; Jesus Shows Who He is

TOPIC: Jesus is God’s Son


BIBLE TEXT: Luke 9: 28-36
LESSON FOCUS: God shows once again, in an amazing way, that Jesus is His Son.

MEMORY VERSE: ”If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in Him, and he in God.” 1 John 4:15

SUGGESTED SONGS:

Everybody Ought To Know

He’s Got The Whole World In His Hands

The Light of the World is J-E-S-U-S

My God is so Big

ADDITIONAL READING FOR TEACHER STUDY:

Matthew 16: 13-17

John 1: 47-50

John 20: 30,31

Mark 15:39

ACTIVITIES:

Colouring page(s)

Crosswords

True/false questions
The Teacher’s Bible Study

Question: "What was the meaning and importance of the transfiguration?"

Answer: About a week after Jesus plainly told His disciples that He would suffer, be killed, and be raised to life (Luke 9:22), He took Peter, James and John up a mountain to pray. While praying, His personal appearance was changed into a glorified form, and His clothing became dazzling white. Moses and Elijah appeared and talked with Jesus about His death that would soon take place. Peter, not knowing what he was saying and being very fearful, offered to put up three shelters for them. This is undoubtedly a reference to the booths that were used to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles, when the Israelites dwelt in booths for 7 days (Lev. 23:34–42). Peter was expressing a wish to stay in that place. When a cloud enveloped them, a voice said, “This is My Son, whom I have chosen, whom I love; listen to Him!” The cloud lifted, Moses and Elijah had disappeared, and Jesus was alone with His disciples who were still very much afraid. Jesus warned them not to tell anyone what they had seen until after His resurrection. 

The three accounts of this event are found in Matthew 17:1-8, Mark 9:2-8, and Luke 9:28-36.

Undoubtedly, the purpose of the transfiguration of Christ into at least a part of His heavenly glory was so that the “inner circle” of His disciples could gain a greater understanding of who Jesus was. Christ underwent a dramatic change in appearance in order that the disciples could behold Him in His glory. The disciples, who had only known Him in His human body, now had a greater realization of the deity of Christ, though they could not fully comprehend it. That gave them the reassurance they needed after hearing the shocking news of His coming death.

Symbolically, the appearance of Moses and Elijah represented the Law and the Prophets. But God’s voice from heaven – “Listen to Him!” - clearly showed that the Law and the Prophets must give way to Jesus. The One who is the new and living way is replacing the old – He is the fulfillment of the Law and the countless prophecies in the Old Testament. Also, in His glorified form they saw a preview of His coming glorification and enthronement as King of kings and Lord of lords.

The disciples never forgot what happened that day on the mountain and no doubt this was intended. John wrote in his gospel, “We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only” (John 1:14). Peter also wrote of it, “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to Him from the Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.’ We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with Him on the sacred mountain” (2 Peter 1:16-18). Those who witnessed the transfiguration bore witness to it to the other disciples and to countless millions down through the centuries.

Recommended Resource: Jesus: The Greatest Life of All by Charles Swindoll.

Jesus Is God’s Son

Jesus chose disciples to walk with him and learn from him. Among those twelve apostles were three we might call the “inner circle”. It seemed Jesus wanted Peter, John and his brother James to experience certain special moments. One day on a mountain where Jesus Christ went to pray he took these three men along with him. There he revealed to them his bright and shining divine face in what we call the Transfiguration. Three of the Gospels record this (Matthew 17:1-3; Mark 9:1-3; Luke 9:28-29). Luke’s gospel tells us that “as he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning.” Furthermore, two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus.

It might be hard for us to imagine the impact of this event on the three apostles. Moses and Elijah were highly revered by the Jewish people. Both Old Testament prophets were prominent in the scriptures and their appearance woke up the sleepy Peter and his companions. They must have been quite overwhelmed by it all. Peter even remarked to Jesus that “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (Luke 9:33). It’s interesting that the writer of Luke mentions that Peter did not know what he was saying.

If we read deeper into this perhaps we are to recognize how any of us, in the company of a great spiritual revelation, need to merely be in humble awe and maybe even keep our mouths shut. I can’t say I blame Peter for his response. But there was something happening that went well beyond the day to day experience of the apostles, even with all they were witnessing from the Lord (miracles, healing and teaching). They were getting a preview of Jesus Christ, Lord and God, in radiant glory. They were seeing face to face.

Discussion Questions

Q. Which gospels report the Transfiguration? 

A. The Transfiguration is reported in Matthew 17:1-9, Mark 9:2-9 and Luke 9:28-36 

Q. What other event in our Lord's life has obvious similarities to the Transfiguration? Explain the similarities.

A. The Baptism of Jesus.

Similarities: 

a)The presence of the Spirit of God in the form of a dove (at His baptism) and a bright light (at His transfiguration).

 b) God’s voice declaring Jesus as His Son.

 c) the presence of the Trinity
Q.  How did Jesus' transfiguration prepare the apostles for his subsequent crucifixion? 

A. They would soon be subjected to terrible temptations and fears, and our Savior wanted to put the knowledge of His divinity indelibly in their minds, to help them in the terrible days of his trial and death. 

Q. Why were Moses and Elijah present on Mount Tabor? 

A. Moses represented the law, and Elijah the prophets. Both the law and the prophets spoke of and pointed to Christ, and were in complete agreement with Him.. Their presence, together with the apostles also underscored that God is the God of the "living and the dead". 

Q. How was the dual nature of Christ (God and Man) revealed in the Transfiguration?

 A. When Christ was transfigured on the mountain, He remained a man. His human flesh shone with the uncreated light, and His divinity and humanity were readily seen at the same time. 

