PRETEENS (11-12)
SUBJECT; Jesus Offers Himself

TOPIC: Jesus Feeds People

BIBLE TEXT: Mark 6:30-44, Matthew 14: 22-26
LESSON FOCUS: Jesus can provide 

whatever we need to satisfy our 

hunger, because he himself is the 

bread of life.
MEMORY VERSE: “My God shall supply all your needs, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

Philippians 4:19

SUGGESTED SONGS:

Everybody Ought To Know

He’s Got The Whole World In His Hands

My God is so Big

All My Help Comes From The Lord

ADDITIONAL READING FOR TEACHER STUDY:

Luke 9: 10-17

John 6: 16-21

ACTIVITIES:

Colouring page(s)

Crosswords

True/false questions

The Teacher’s Bible Study

So many times, when we are tired and weary, under stress, and people come to us in need, and we try to avoid them. They come with hope of getting something, to share or to have fellowship. Are we available to their needs. Jesus had compassion on them; he welcomed them not out of duty or obligation, but out of love and care. Think of an incident, when you are so tired and need rest, and your friend comes and you start thinking “oh, no, how do I get rid of him?” you don’t have to go too far to find such situation.

Jesus as a caregiver, first to his disciples and then to the crowd.

Jesus taught them about the kingdom of God, healed them (for hours). Jesus must be teaching well, that crowd did not disperse in the evening; they were too engrossed into listening to Jesus. Think of church meeting, when preacher goes little above time, and people start looking at their watch, start dispersing.

“Give them something to eat”
Crowd are not worried, disciples are. It’s like they come and tell Jesus, “its time to close, let them go.”

Jesus reply is startling, “give them something to eat.” – What!

Are you crazy, 5000 men, women, and children. We don’t have enough money to feed them. It is like a eight month’s wages, thousand of dollars, are we going to use all that for feeding them one meal?

Think practically, let them go. Jesus’ ways does not seem practical at times.

 “What do you have?”
Jesus asks another question, “What do you have, go and see?”

A boy with five loaves of bread and two fishes

How can few pieces of loaves, fishes feed the 5000?

Totally inadequate, impossible to feed, but this is all they had.

Jesus prepared them for Miracle – All were hungry, he didn’t want chaos, disorder, shoving, pushing. He wanted to organize, order.

Another example of miracles in orderly fashion, our God is organized.

Disciples don’t understand, why is he doing that? However, confused they are, they followed what he said.

So many times, he wants us to act in faith, though it may sound foolish or silly.

Jesus did not do miracle first and then told them about organizing crowd.

Prayer of thanksgiving – most important part of miracle

Giving thanks to father, not credit on himself, but exalting God the father. Thanking and blessing God.

He then broke them and distributed them.

Five thousand people, it must have taken few hours to do that.

All were fed and satisfied.

Jesus’ final assignment for his disciples:
Jesus’ final assignment for his disciples, “go and gather broken pieces.” To make them realize that God’s provision is more than adequate. (He in fact, later on reminds them about it in Mark 8:19)

Profound impact on disciples, all gospels have account of it.

GETTTING THEIR ATTENTION

Introduce the lesson by telling the class that they are going on a make believe picnic, and they can have all the food they want. Have each child take turns naming a picnic food or beverage, such as chicken, macaroni, cookies, lemonade, etc. One rule is an item can not be repeated. Let the children continue to take turns and name items until they can no longer think of anything that has not already been said. Then congratulate them on how well they did. 

If we brought everything we named, would it be enough to feed us all? (Yes of course)
In today’s story, we will learn about a time when Jesus held a real big picnic

.
 

Jesus Feeds The Multitude

Jesus wanted to have a quiet time with His  disciples. They were all very excited to tell Jesus about their adventures.

The problem was, people followed the disciples so they could find Jesus.  They had seen the miracles He had done and wanted to see more.  But Jesus knew the disciples wanted to talk to Him and they hadn't even had a chance to eat yet, so He said to them, "Come with me and we will find a quiet place to talk  and get some rest."

So they went away by themselves in a boat to a quiet place.  But many people saw them leaving and recognized them and ran after them on land. The boat Jesus and the disciples were in was slowed down because of wind so the people actually got to the other side of shore ahead of them.

When Jesus and the disciples arrived they noticed the large crowd.  Jesus felt love for these people because He knew they needed a teacher and someone to believe in.  He knew that the disciples would understand so He began teaching the large crowd many things.

It was starting to get late in the day and none of the people had supper yet.  The disciples came to Jesus and said, "There is no food around here and its already getting late.  Maybe we should send the people away so they can go to the surrounding towns and get themselves something to eat."

But Jesus replied, "You give them something to eat."  The disciples didn't think that they understood Jesus right, "We can't feed all these people, we would have to work almost a year to pay for all the food."  The disciples said shocked.

While the disciples were talking to Jesus one of the disciples named Andrew noticed a small boy walking by with a small lunch.  He stopped the boy and asked him what he had.  He quickly ran over to where the disciples were talking to Jesus and said, "Here is a boy with five small loaves of bread and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many people?"

Jesus smiled and said, "Ask everyone to sit down."  There was lots of grass to sit on so everyone was seated, all five thousand of them.  After everyone was seated Jesus took the loaves of bread and thanked God for it.  Then the disciples passed around the bread and everyone could take as much as they wanted.  He did the same with the fish.

Remember these were five small loaves of bread and two small fish, enough for a boy to eat on his own.  There were five thousand people all eating from this boy's small lunch, and they could eat as much as they wanted.

After everyone was full, Jesus asked the disciples to gather all the food that was leftover so nothing would be wasted.  After they gathered all the baskets of food they counted them up.  There were twelve baskets still full with some bread and fish from the little boys small lunch.  

His small lunch probably barely filled one of the baskets before Jesus touched it.  And that is a miracle!  After the people realized what had happened they said to each other, "This must be an important person sent from God."  He was much more than that!

1.Why did great crowds follow Jesus? 
2. Why did Jesus feel sorry for the people? 
3. What did the disciples suggest that Jesus do about the crowd? 
4. Why did Jesus ask Philip where they could buy bread? 
5. What did Philip reply? 
6. Where did Jesus get the food for this miracle? 
7. How did he organize the crowd for feeding them? 
8. What did Jesus do before the broke the bread? 
9. How much food was left over after everyone had eaten? 
10. What did the people want to do with Jesus after they saw this miracle? 

DISCUSSION

This little boy gave all he had to Jesus. Have you given all to Jesus?

What does it mean to give all to Jesus?

