KINDERGARTEN (UNDER 5)
SUBJECT; Jesus Offers Himself

TOPIC: Jesus Teaches About Giving

BIBLE TEXT: Mark 12:41-44, 14:1-10
LESSON FOCUS: God wants us to give 
Him everything, including ourselves.

MEMORY VERSE: “……. remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts 20:35b KJV

SUGGESTED SONGS:

Everybody Ought To Know

He’s Got The Whole World In His Hands

My God is so Big

All My Help Comes From The Lord

ADDITIONAL READING FOR TEACHER STUDY:

1 Cor 16:2
      2 Cor 8:2-21 

2 Cor 9:5-15
1 Tim 6:17-19

ACTIVITIES:

Colouring page(s)

Crosswords

True/false questions

The Teacher’s Bible Study

Ten principles for Christian giving.

-Ligon Duncan

 
1. The Lord Jesus expects and requires us to give. Jesus said to His disciples, “when you give” not “if you give” (Matthew 6:2)! Hence, Christian giving is not optional, but rather essential. We often hear folks say: “in the Old Testament they had to give, but not in the New -- now we only give if we want to.” This is clearly not Jesus’ teaching. He expected all His followers to be givers. Christians will give. Are you giving?
 
2. The Lord Jesus wants us to give for the right reasons. Jesus warned His disciples not to give for the sake of being admired by men. “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them,” He said (Matthew 6:1). When we give, we must be careful to examine our motives. We ought to give for the glory of God and the good of His people. We must desire His approval of our giving, rather than the praise and admiration of people. Are you giving for God’s praise or man’s?
 
3. The Lord Jesus wants us to practice benevolent or charitable giving. Jesus said “When you give to the poor . . . .” (Matthew 6:2,3). Jesus is specifically teaching about “alms” in this passage: aid, charity, or benevolent offerings for the needy. Do you give amply enough to the Church that she can be generous in benevolent giving? 
 
4. The Lord Jesus reminds us that our giving is ultimately to the all-seeing heavenly Father. Jesus said “When you give  . . . ; your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you” (Matthew 6:3-4). When we give, we are not simply adding to the Church budget, we are giving up a thank offering to the Father Himself. Thus, we must all give “as unto the Lord.” Our ultimate goal in giving is to please Him. Are you conscious of the fact that your giving is to the Lord and seen by the Lord?

5. The Bible teaches that Christian giving is an act of worship. In connection with the previous point, we see this truth stressed in another way in Paul’s word’s “On the first day of every week each one of you is to put aside and save” (1 Corinthians 16:2). Paul here teaches the Corinthians that their taking up of the collection is an act of worship which is to be a part of their regular Lord’s Day worship. When we put our money in the plate, we are worshiping Almighty God in accordance with His Word. Note well, Paul is speaking here of a “collection for the saints” –  this is giving by the Church to the Church for the Church. Did you realize that giving is a part of worship? Is your worship in this area abundant or inhibited? Is giving to the Church a priority with you?
 
6. The Bible teaches that Christian giving should be done in light of the incarnation. Many Christians argue about whether the tithe (10% of our income) is still the standard for our giving to the Church (disputants usually want to show that less than 10% is fine). Paul scuttles the whole debate in one verse. He says: “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). Christ’s self-giving is now the standard for our giving! We begin from the base of the tithe and aim for emulation of His self-sacrifice. Our giving is to be inspired and instructed by Christ’s inexpressible gift. In light of such a challenge, who could possibly satisfy himself with asking “how little a percentage is acceptable for me to give?” Do you try to get by with giving as little as possible to the Lord, or do you give in view of the Lord’s costly sacrifice?
 
7. The Bible teaches that Christian giving should be done in accordance with our means. Paul is quite clear on this: “For if the readiness is present, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have” (2 Corinthians 8:12). Put another way Paul is saying that you should give in proportion to what God has given you. He said it this way in 1 Corinthians 16:2, “each one of you is to put aside and save, as he may prosper.” This means at least two things: (1) since we are all supposed to give proportionately, those who have more money are expected to give more [we who are particularly blessed materially must remember this], and (2) the Lord never asks us to give what we do not have, or contribute beyond our means. Are you really giving in proportion to the material blessings that the Lord has given you?
 
8. The Bible teaches that the liberality of God’s blessings to us is connected to the liberality of our Christian giving. Though it may seem strange, both Jesus and Paul emphasize that there is a relation between our giving to the Lord and the Lord’s giving to us. As Paul says in 2 Corinthians 9:6 “Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.” About this matter J.A. Beet once said: “They who in giving think, not how little they can give, as they would if self-enrichment were the aim, but of benefits to be conferred, will receive back on the same principle. As they do to others, so God will act to them.” Jesus reminds us of this in Matthew 6:4, where He teaches that our reward in giving comes from our heavenly Father. As someone once said: “The desire to be generous and the means to be generous both come from God.” Do you realize that the Lord has given you much, so that you can give much?
 
9. The Bible teaches that Christian giving must be willing giving, free giving. We learn this in 2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion.” But doesn’t this contradict what we learned under the first principle, that Christian giving is not optional? The answer is, of course, no. True Christian giving is both mandatory and voluntary. It is required by God, but always willingly given by the believer. Is your giving to the Church something you do wholeheartedly, or indifferently, or grudgingly?
 
10. The Bible teaches that Christian giving ought to be cheerful  giving. As Paul says “God loves a cheerful giver.” This is a truly amazing assertion. Paul assures us here that the Lord takes a special delight in those who are joyful, energetic, merry givers. Is there joy in your heart as you give? Can you truly be characterized as a “cheerful giver?”

Discussion Questions:

1. What is a tithe?

2. What is the difference between a tithe and an offering?

3. Why does the Church collect tithes and offerings?
4. What are some of the things you would like the Church to do with the money it collects?

Two Stories About Giving

1.The Widow’s Mite

The temple was big and beautiful. Many people came there to worship God. Inside the temple were some big money boxes. People put money in them. The money was for the temple and all that was used in worship to God.

One day Jesus sat across from the money boxes. He saw many rich people put in lots of money. Then one poor woman, a widow, walked up to the boxes. She put in two small copper coins worth less than a penny.

Jesus looked at his friends. "This poor woman put in more than the rich people did," he said. "Here's why: the rich people still have much money left. But this woman only had two coins. She did not have any more money. The rich people only gave part of what they had. She gave all of what she had."

Drama: The Widow’s Mite
Leader announces time for “church” to begin. Play church music tape as Jesus, widow, and all actors proceed to stage “church” and sit down. 

Jesus: (sits near collection boxes) I’m going to sit here today and watch people put their donations into the collection boxes. 

.First Rich-giver: (Goes to donation box and puts money in) Here is my donation. I could have used that money to buy some extra donkeys and a flock of goats, oh well. (grumbles and sighs)
People in church: Ooh, look how much he gave!

Second Rich-giver: (Goes to donation box and puts money in, clanking etc.) Here is all the money from my extra change basket. Look it almost fills the collection box.

People in church: Ooh, Aaah, what a rich man!

Third Rich-giver: (Takes two bags of money and puts them in.)  This money should help the church most of all.

People in church: Wow! He has brought the most money.

Widow: (walks quietly to collection box and drops two coin in, returns to seat and sits down)
Jesus: (calls disciples over) Listen to me, this poor widow put in more than all the other givers. They gave their extra coins but she put in all she had to live on.

Disciple(s): Her coins are important?

Jesus: Yes! It was a small gift but a big sacrifice for her. It was all she had. A small gift given from the heart is of great value to God. She is rich in faith in God and he will take care of her. (The disciples were amazed)
2. The Anointing in Bethany
Our lesson today is of a supper in Bethany at the house of "Simon the leper." He, perhaps, was a leper who had been healed by the Lord. Do you know how the people sat at feasts? Not up straight in chairs as we sit at table, but half lying on wide couches in such a way that the feet of a person would come behind his neighbor on one side, bringing his head in front of his neighbor on the other side. In this way you see the feet would be near the outer edge of the couch and could be easily washed by the servants. And it was one of the marks of hospitality to provide for the washing of the feet of guests, for they wore only sandals, which were no protection from the dust of the streets. There is one other thing about the arrangement of the table which will help us to see the picture as it really was. It was sometimes arranged on three sides of a square, the couches for the people being only on the outer sides. Sometimes the couches were arranged on three sides of a square table. In this way the servants could wait upon the guests from the inside of the square, or from the free side of the table without reaching between the guests.

It was at such a table that the Lord sat at meat in Simon's house in the little town of Bethany. John tells us that Lazarus was among the guests at the supper, sitting at the table with the Lord - the same Lazarus whom the Lord raised from the dead - and that his sister Martha was one of the people who waited upon the guests. Their sister Mary came bringing a beautiful box, or flask, of spikenard, a most precious perfumed ointment. She broke the cruse, and poured the precious ointment upon the Lord's head, and then upon His feet, wiping them with the hair of her head; and the whole house was filled with the sweet smell. This was a tribute that might have been paid to a king. No one else in the world had treated Him with so great an honor.

Judas Iscariot and some of the others thought it a waste, for they said the ointment might have been sold for three hundred pence and the money given to the poor. But the Lord said that it was a good work she had done, and that wherever the gospel should be preached in the whole world this that this woman had done would be told as a memorial of her. It is a very precious story.

