UPPER JUNIORS (9-11)
SUBJECT; Jesus Offers Himself

TOPIC: Jesus Teaches About Love

BIBLE TEXT: Mark 12:28-34 John 14:21-23
LESSON FOCUS: If we love God, we will love one another.

MEMORY VERSE: “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God.” 1 John 4: 7

SUGGESTED SONGS:

Jesus Loves Me, This I Know

Jesus Loves The Little Children

Beloved Let Us Love One Another (1John 4: 7,8)

ADDITIONAL READING FOR TEACHER STUDY:

1 Corinthians 13

1 John 4: 7-21

Luke 10:25-37

ACTIVITIES:

Colouring page(s)

Crosswords

True/false questions

The Teacher’s Bible Study

The attitudes of Jews of Jesus’ day might be thus summarized as two:
1.There are “lighter” and “heavier” commandments, thus allowing for a prioritizing of law, a sort of “do this and the rest are covered”.
2.All laws were given of God, and thus one ought to obey every one as much as humanly possible.(DSB)

Mark seems to picture the scribe here as a bystander impressed enough with Jesus’ statements earlier in the chapter to ask Him a question of his own. Matt 22:34-35, on the other hand, represents the scribe as the latest in the series of people trying to trap Jesus.(France)

Jesus answers the scribe’s question in His typical fashion: by quoting scripture. He begins by quoting
Deu 6:4 NET. Listen, Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!

This verse is called the Shema, based on the verb that begins it in Hebrew. It was recited twice daily by Jews in Jesus’ day, and used to open synagogue services from then to today. It is not a commandment, but it does completely ground what follows. In essence it can be seen as Jesus saying, “This is the reality: Yahweh is our God.” Interestingly, only Mark records Jesus using Deu 6:4 as preamble to His answer. It leads to the next quote, which defines how one is to react to the reality.(France, Witherington)

Deu 6:5 NET. You must love the LORD your God with your whole mind, your whole being, and all your strength.

Deu 6:5 NASB “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.

Jesus adds “mind”, Greek dianoia, presumably to both cover the whole being and to add that even one’s very thoughts should be turned to loving and serving God.(France)

For the second Jesus again quotes scripture,
Lev 19:18 NET. You must not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the children of your people, but you must love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.

Plainly the key to the commandments is summed up in one word to Jesus: love. This emphasis was carried on by the early church, as shown by Rom 13:8-10, Gal 5:13-14, James 2:8. It was not a completely new emphasis, for similar ideas are expressed in several places in “Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs” about 100 BC and the writings of Jewish philosopher Philo, a rough contemporary of Jesus who noted the Ten Commandments include five commandments about man and God and five commandments about man and his fellow man. There is also the famous answer of Rabbi Hillel, in many ways the grandfather of modern Judaism, to a proselyte to Judaism: “Do not do to your neighbor what you hate; this is the whole Law, the rest is commentary”.(France)

What is unique is that Jesus explicitly combined the two OT quotes to justify His take on the heart of the law.

In its original context, Lev 19:18’s “neighbor” meant fellow Jews or resident aliens in the Jewish population:
Lev 19:34 NET. The foreigner who resides with you must be to you like a native citizen among you; so you must love him as yourself, because you were foreigners in the land of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.

These same scriptures are quoted by a scribe in Luke 10:25-37, leading to the story of the Good Samaritan in explaining what “neighbor” actually means.

The scribe then takes what Jesus has said and expands it in a rather surprising way, by proclaiming these two commandments outweigh the sacrificial system. There is scriptural support for such an idea (Ps 40:6; Ps 51:16-17; Is 1:10-17; Jer 7:22-23; Hos 6:6; Mic 6:6-8), but there is some suspicion that the idea is radical enough, and Jesus so confident in agreeing to it, that no one else thought to ask Jesus any more questions.
Get Started

Play a game called “Jesus wants me to love…..” Let first child name one person whom they think Jesus wants them to love. Begin: Jesus wants me to love…. Each child adds one other to the to the list, repeating the ones that have seen said before.

Jesus Teaches About Love

Mark 12 tells us that a scribe saw Jesus talking with some Pharisees and Herodians, and heard them reasoning together. Perceiving that Jesus "had answered them well," the scribe, who was knowledgeable in the whole of the texts of the Jews asked him, "Which is the first commandment of all?"
And Jesus answered him,
... "The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment."
And the second is like it, namely this, "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these."
And the scribe said unto him, "Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he: and to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices."

Note that true love is 1) total, and 2) sacrificial. You must love God more than anyone or anything else. You must love Him first and most. And you can't love God but do nothing for Him. Loving someone means doing things for them, caring about them and their feelings, giving your time and money and possessions for them. 

Jesus said that people will know that we love Him if we keep His commandments.

Love Bible Quiz (True/ False)

1. Jesus summarized the Law into two commandments.

2. God's greatest act of love was the giving of Himself through His Son.

3. Love beareth, believeth and hopeth most things.

4. Love requires us to act in deed and truth; not just in word.

5. One of the ways we show our love towards God is following after His commandments.

6. If we love God's law will have peace.

7. God's love will help us to overcome fear.

8. Along with power and a sound mind, God has given us His love to overcome fear.

9. Faith is the bond of perfectness.

10. God is love.

11. The love of God is experienced by us through the Holy Spirit.

12. God rebukes and chastens those he loves.

13. Difficult times in our life can separate us from the love of Christ.

14. God loved us before we even knew Him.

15. Stephen cursed his persecutors as they stoned him to death.

16. We should take care of ourselves and then love our neighbour.

17. Being spiritual is more important than love.

18. We are to love others as Christ has loved us.

19. The love we show towards our brothers and sisters covers sins.

20. God's love is perfected in us when we keep His Word.

21. The message throughout the Bible has been that we should love one another.

22. Jesus said we are to love are neighbor and rebuke our enemies.

23. We should provoke each other to love and to good works.

24. It is possible to love God even if there are some believers we don't love.

25. If we don't love, then we don't know God.

Love Bible Quiz (Answers)

1. Jesus summarized the Law into two commandments.

True - Luke 10:27

2. God's greatest act of love was the giving of Himself through His Son.

True - John 3:16

3. Love beareth, believeth and hopeth most things.

False - 1 Corinthians 13:4-7

4. Love requires us to act in deed and truth; not just in word.

True - 1 John 3:18

5. One of the ways we show our love towards God is following after His commandments.

True - 2 John 1:6

6. If we love God's law will have peace.

True - Psalms 119:165

7. God's love will help us to overcome fear.

True - 1 John 4:18

8. Along with power and a sound mind, God has given us His love to overcome fear.

True - 2 Timothy 1:7

9. Faith is the bond of perfectness.

False - Colossians 3:14

10. God is love.

True - 1 John 4:16

11. The love of God is experienced by us through the Holy Spirit.

True - Romans 5:5

12. God rebukes and chastens those he loves.

True - Revelation 3:19

13. Difficult times in our life can separate us from the love of Christ.

False - Romans 8:35

14. God loved us before we even knew Him.

True - Romans 5:8

15. Stephen cursed his persecutors as they stoned him to death.

False - Acts 7:60

16. We should take care of ourselves and then love our neighbour.

False - Romans 13:8-10

17. Being spiritual is more important than love.

False - 1 Corinthians 13:1

18. We are to love others as Christ has loved us.

True - Ephesians 5:1-2

19. The love we show towards our brothers and sisters covers sins.

True - 1 Peter 4:8

20. God's love is perfected in us when we keep His Word.

True - 1 John 2:5

21. The message throughout the Bible has been that we should love one another.

True - 1 John 3:11

22. Jesus said we are to love are neighbor and rebuke our enemies.

False - Matthew 5:43-44

23. We should provoke each other to love and to good works.

True - Hebrews 10:24

24. It is possible to love God even if there are some believers we don't love.

False - 1 John 4:21

25. If we don't love, then we don't know God.

True - 1 John 4:8
