INFANTS (5-7)
SUBJECT; Jesus Offers Himself

TOPIC: Jesus Rides Into The City

BIBLE TEXT: Luke 19; 28-40

LESSON FOCUS: Jesus Prepares For His Death

MEMORY VERSE: “.. Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is He that cometh in the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.” Matthew 21:9

SUGGESTED SONGS:

Jesus Loves Me, This I Know

Jesus Loves The Little Children

Praise Him, Praise Him 

Do Lord, O Do Lord

Hosanna In The Highest

ADDITIONAL READING FOR TEACHER STUDY: Matthew 21: 1-9

Isaiah 62:11

Zechariah 9:9

ACTIVITIES:

Colouring page(s)

Crosswords

True/false questions

The Teacher’s Bible Study

Background - Palm Sunday
In fulfillment of prophecy (Isaiah 62:11 & Zechariah 9:9), Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. The crowds lined the street shouting "Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord." (Psalm 118:25-26) They placed palm branches and robes in front of Jesus. This was particularly disturbing to the religious leaders who were jealous of Jesus. They demanded that Jesus silence the crowd, but he responded that even if the crowd were silent, the stones would cry out.
 

The events of the next week would forever change the world. Jesus entered Jerusalem and the crowd welcomed him as a king. By the end of the week they were demanding his death. His followers abandoned him in fear. None of his close followers had really understood the events of Palm Sunday and Holy Week until after Jesus returned. They had all expected Jesus to be an earthly king, but God had given them something so much better - an open door into a Kingdom that would never end.
 

The Significance of the Donkey 

The word translated "colt" is Greek polos, the young of any animal -- from an elephant to a locust. Here the "colt" or "foal" of a donkey is the reference.[5] The specific Greek word for "donkey, ass," hupozugion, is not used in Luke, but found in Matthew 21:5.[6]

Luke and Mark don't discuss the significance of the young donkey, but Matthew and John quote from Zechariah 9:9, a passage that comprises one of the great soprano arias of Handel's Messiah:

"Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!
Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you,
righteous and having salvation,
gentle and riding on a donkey (hupozugion),
on a colt (polon), the foal of a donkey.

I will take away the chariots from Ephraim
and the war-horses from Jerusalem,
and the battle bow will be broken.
He will proclaim peace to the nations.
His rule will extend from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth." (Zechariah 9:9-10)

The donkey was domesticated in Mesopotamia by the Third Millennium BC and was used as a beast of burden from the patriarchal period. It was renowned for its strength and was the animal normally ridden by nonmilitary personnel (Numbers 22:21; Judges 10:4; 1 Samuel 25:20).[7] The scripture indicates that riding a donkey is not at all beneath the dignity of Israel's noblemen and kings (2 Samuel 18:9; 19:26). Indeed, David indicates his choice of Solomon to be king by decreeing that the young man should ride on the king's own mule (1 Kings 1:32-40).

Jesus' instructions are clear that the donkey must be one that has never been ridden (see Numbers 19:2; Deuteronomy 21:3; 1 Samuel 6:7; 2 Samuel 6:3). It is set apart, consecrated for a specific use -- for the Master's use. There is a rabbinical tradition that no one should use the animal on which a king rides.[8] 

It is fascinating to me that in Zechariah's prophecy the gentle king that comes into Jerusalem riding a young donkey is the same one who will defeat chariots and war-horses and bring peace to the nations. One of the final scenes of Revelation is a picture of the conquering Christ riding a white war-horse (Revelation 19:11-16), but today he rides a donkey in hope of peace.

When Jesus indicates to his disciples that he should ride on a donkey that no one had ever ridden before, he is initiating a public, kingly act. He is revealing openly that he is the Messiah.

What are we disciples to make of this triumphal entry? As I ponder the passage I see several lessons:

1. Regarding Jesus' instructions about obtaining the donkey, we are to obey Jesus when he tells us to do something. Just because we don't understand how everything will work out is no reason to refuse to budge when it is time to obey.

2. We must be ready and willing for Jesus to claim use of our possessions and positions. Since he is our Master, they don't belong to us, but to him. When he sends a message, "The Lord has need of it," we must relinquish our control willingly and immediately.

3. Praise can be received with humility. Jesus did not crave the praise of men, but neither did he silence it. It was fitting. It was appropriate. 

4. There is a time to be guarded about who we are in God, and there is a time to be fully open about it. We must not operate out of fear or self-absorption, but be sensitive to what God wants to do and then cooperate with that.

5. Rejoicing and pain can co-exist. They did in Jesus at the Triumphal Entry, and they often coexist in our lives, too. There will be no complete rejoicing until we rejoice fully in heaven, after God has wiped away every tear from our eyes (Revelation 21:4).

6. And, of course, one of the strongest lessons of this passage is that Jesus IS King! He IS the Messiah, the Son of David, and as such, it is fitting that we worship him. 

Jesus Rides Into The City

Explain to the children that you are going to tell today’s story from an animal’s point of view. (You may want to use a donkey puppet.)

It was a special time of year for people. My owner had a special celebration feast that he was getting ready for. It was kind of like Thanksgiving. I saw lots of people traveling to the big city of Jerusalem to celebrate. It was at this time that the most wonderful thing happened to me. One day while I was enjoying some hay, two people came up to me and started untying my rope. I wondered who these people were. I knew it was not my owner. Suddenly my owner came out of the house and asked the two people what they were doing. Do you know what they said? They told him that the Lord

needed me. I really began to wonder what was going on, and who their Lord was.

As we traveled, I heard them talking. Jesus was their Lord. I still didn’t know what was going on. I do remember that they promised my owner that I would be returned to him.

Quickly we came to Jesus and they laid a blanket on my back. Then Jesus sat on me. At first I didn’t know what to think because no one had ever ridden me before. But then I felt such peace. I could tell that Jesus was a very kind man. Clippity clop, clippity clop, we traveled to the big town of Jerusalem.

News that Jesus was coming traveled fast. Soon everyone was excited to know that Jesus was coming! Moms and dads ran with their children and friends to see Jesus riding into town. So many people wanted to see Jesus that it was like a parade. They stood on the sides waiting for Him to come by!

Some people broke off palm branches from the trees and laid them down in the road. At first I thought they were being nice to me. Then I realized that they were honoring Jesus. They wanted to show Him how much they loved Him. Other people took off their coats and laid them down to show how much they loved Jesus. In the streets, they could hear children and adults singing and shouting. They were thrilled that Jesus was coming! Others were saying the word “Hosanna!” which is a word that means “Savior” or “a person who will help save others.”

There was so much excitement in the air. Everyone was so happy to see Jesus. I felt so proud that I got to carry Jesus on my back. Later I found out the whole story. Lots of people thought Jesus was going to be the new King of the world. That’s why they treated Him like a king on the road. They did not understand that Jesus was not going to be that kind of King. They were right that He came to “save” them, but not by being the new

King. Jesus “saved” them and you by doing something even better! Jesus came to die in your place so that if you believe and trust Him, He will be King of your heart and life. Would you like Jesus to be the King of your heart? Talk to your teacher about it anytime!
Jesus Rides Into The City

It was a special time of year for Jesus and His friends. A special celebration feast

was coming up.. Lots of people traveled to the big city of Jerusalem to celebrate. Jesus and His friends were on their way there too.

On the way, Jesus sent two of His friends to the next town to get a donkey and her

colt. Jesus specifically told them that if anyone asked what they were doing, to let them know that the Lord needed them. The two friends traveled to the town and found a donkey and colt just like Jesus said! They untied them and started back. Quickly they came to Jesus and laid a blanket on the back of the donkey. Jesus sat on it and rode into town. Can you hear the sounds of the donkey riding into Jerusalem? Clip-clop, clip-clop is probably the sound they made.

News that Jesus was coming traveled fast. Soon everyone was excited to know

that Jesus was coming! Moms and dads ran with their children and friends to see Jesus riding into town. So many people wanted to see Jesus that it was like a parade. They stood on the sides waiting for Him to come by!

Some people thought it would be nice to make a carpet for Jesus to honor or revere Him because they knew that He was someone special. They broke off palm branches from the trees and laid them down in the road where Jesus would come. Others took off their coats and laid them down to show how much they loved Jesus.

In the streets, they could hear children and adults singing and shouting. They

were thrilled that Jesus was coming! Others were saying the word “Hosanna!” which is a word that means “Savior” or “a person who will help save others.” They stood in awe of Jesus because they knew who He was!

Just like the people showed honor and respect to Jesus, He asks us to do the same. At this special time there was so much excitement in the air. Everyone was so happy to see Jesus. They thought He was going to be the new King of the world. They did not understand until later that Jesus was not going to be that kind of King. They were right that He came to “save” them, but not by being the new King.

 Jesus “saved” them and us by doing something even better! Jesus came to die in our place so that if we believe and trust Him, He will be King of our hearts and lives. Would you like Jesus to be the King of your heart? 

